
 

MOST  HOLY  REDEEMER   

                                   CATHOLIC CHURCH  

          Rev. Adam Izbicki, Pastor   Fr. William Villa, in Residence  
8523 Normandy Blvd., Jax., FL 32221-6701 

(904) 786-1192  FAX: 786-4224  e-mail: mhrjax@mhrjax.org  
Parish Website: www.mhrjax.org 

 Office Hours: M, Tu, Th, F 9:00 am to 1:00 pm     Wed. 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  

MISSION STATEMENT 
Most Holy Redeemer Parish is a diverse Catholic community of believers who 
celebrate and rejoice in the love of God and love of one another. Empowered by 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, our mission is to invite and welcome all. 

Mass Schedule  
 

Masses for the  
Lord ’s Day   

 Saturday Vigil 5:30 pm 
Sunday 8 am and 10:30 am 
Domingo (en español) 1:00  

    
    

Weekday Masses  
     Tuesday, Wednesday, 
     Thursday and Friday  

at 8:30 am   
Viernes (en español) 7:00 pm 

 (No Mass on Mondays  
except holidays)        

  
   

 Reconciliation  
Saturdays 4:30-5:15 pm 

or by Appoint 

Exposition of the  
Blessed Sacrament  

will follow masses on  
the first Thursday, Friday  

and Saturday of each month 
 

“This  is  the t ime of  fulf i l lment .   
The kingdom of  God is  at  hand.  

Repent ,  and bel ieve  in the gospel . ”   

Firs t  Sunday of  Lent  

February 21,  2021  



 Parish Staff/ Personnel 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Adam Izbicki  
904-786-1192 X 226 

 aizbicki@mhrjax.org 
 

Rev. William F. Villa 
 In residence X 230 

 william@mhrjax.org 
 

  Deacon  
John “Jack” H. Baker 

904-477-7252 
jmbaker56@bellsouth.net 

  
Deacon Milton Vega  

904-945-8321  
mvega@dosafl.com 

 

Deacon  Mark Sciullo 
(904) 786-1192 

mvsciullo1981@gmail.com 
  

Office Manager and 
 Religious Education 

Coordinator 
Michael Fierro  X 228 
mfierro@mhrjax.org 

 

Youth Coordinator 
 Stacia goral 
904-962-6860 

sgoral@mhrjax.org 
 

RCIA Coordinator 
 ELIA VEGA X 222 
elia@mhrjax.org 

 

Office Staff 
Carol Rowell  

cell (904) 505-5981 
carolrowellmhr@aol.com 

 

Linda Rose ext. 223 
lrose@mhrjax.org 

 
Lourdes Lira 

lourdeslira@mhrjax.org 
 

 Hispanic Community 
Coordinator 

Surella Meraz 
(904)415-6806 

surellapuentes@outlook.com 
 

Finance Council 
President 

Bernd A. Foerster 
baronfoer@aol.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 

 
 

 

Emma and Francis Banard, Randy Bird, Chris 
Bunker, David Casidy, Carlie Brielle, Mary Jane 
Buergey, Mary Byrne, Susan Caquette, Armando 
Cazola, Mario J. Cazola,  Peggy Farinas, Marcia 
Fletcher, David Fletcher, Dennis Grundman, 
Reynaldo Joaquin, Todd Jolly, Sandy Jolly, Irving 
Leverock, Nancy Moran, Luis Palma, Lolly Ann 
Prieto Hutton, Leo Prieto Sr., Margaret Prucher, 
Donna Ridgway, Genevieve Scherbenski, Debbie 
Searcy. Aaron Sellers, Jennifer Stohl, Sally Tate, 
Ron Thayer, Gerald Thompson, Audrey Tomore, 
James Tomore, Sharon Tomore, Sophia Tuliao, 
Noli Vianzon, Ryder White, Katie Williams, Fran-
cis "Chip" Mielkey, Maria Watts, Julie Williams, 

Maureen Williams 

    Mass  Intent ions  

Daily Readings and Saints      

Vigil/Sun Feb 21 Mon Feb 22 Tue Feb 23 Wed Feb 24 Thu Feb 25 Fri Feb 26 Sat Feb 27 

St Peter Damian Chair of 
St Peter 

St Polycarp, 
Bishop, Martyr 

St John 
Theristus 

Bl Sebastian of 
Aparicio 

St Porphyry 
of Gaza 

St Gabriel/ 
Our Lady of  

Sorrow 
Gn 9: 8-15 
Ps 25: 4-9 

1 Peter 3: 18-22 
Mark 1: 12-15 

1 Peter 5: 1-4 
Ps 23: 1-6 

Matt 16: 13-19 

Is 55: 10-11 
Ps 34: 4-19 

Matt 6: 7-15 
  

Jonah 3: 1-10 
Ps 51: 3-19 

Luke 11: 29-32 

Esther 12: 12-25 
Ps 138: 1-8 

Matt 7: 7-12 

Ezekial 18: 21-28 
Ps 130: 1-8 

Matt 5: 20-26 

Deut 26: 16-19 
Psalm 119: 1-8 
Matt 5: 43-48 

 
 
 

Day Date Time Intention Requestor 

Sat Feb 20 530pm Michael Slonecker 
Thanksgiving for Blessings 

Shirley Slonecker 

Sun Feb 21 800am +Timothy J. Allen Allen Family 

    1030am +Manuel Garcia Liza Garcia 

    100pm Pro Populo   

Mon Feb 22 NO MASS NO MASS   

Tue Feb 23 830am +Rena Pearl 
Maitland-Purvis 

Mary Purvis Fam. 

Wed Feb 24 900am +Ed Brown Olga Lopez 

Thu Feb 25 830am +Lionel & +Carole E 
Nunenmacher 

Cyndy Roberts 

Fri Feb 26 830am +Mildred Baker 
115th Birthday Anniv 

Deacon Jack, Peg,, & 
Anne Baker 



               
Our Pastor ’s  Gospel   Message 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 
 
 Today’s Scripture passage about Jesus’ 40 days in the desert is from Mark’s Gospel, and it is far 
shorter than that in Matthew or Luke. Mark focuses less on the temptations and ends with the heart of the 
New Testament message: Jesus says, “This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Re-
pent, and believe in the gospel.” Jesus’ time in the desert was one of preparation for his ministry. We can 
prepare during Lent for the upcoming Paschal Mystery by thinking of three questions. 
 
 First: How have we been saved by God already in our lives? Are there times of trial from which we 
have been delivered? It is so easy to see only what is in front of us and the sufferings of the moment. Reflect 
on years gone by and actively look for ways that God has delivered you. This should serve to deepen our 
trust in God. 
 
 Second: How have we been led to God? How have we been blessed and saved? What methods of 
prayer has brought us closer to Him? Take those lessons and take advantage of them this Lent. 
 
 And the third question is: How might we best follow the Lord into the desert? Perhaps focusing on all 
the penitential practices of the season might be a way to open our hearts to the Kingdom. The Kingdom, 
having been rooted in our hearts, enables us to bring it to others. 
 
 As we prepare to receive the Eucharist, let the grace of this Sacrament bring us to a closer union 
with our saving Lord. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Fr. Adam 

PADRE PIO PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Stay with me, Lord, for it is necessary to have You present so that I do not forget You. You know how easily I abandon You.  

Stay with me Lord, because I am weak, and I need Your strength, so that I may not fall so often.  

Stay with me Lord, for You are my life, and without You, I am without fervor.  

Stay with me Lord, for You are my light, and without you, I am in darkness.  

Stay with me Lord, to show me Your will.  

Stay with me Lord, so that I hear Your voice and follow You.  

Stay with me Lord, for I desire to love you very much, and always be in Your Company.  

Stay with me Lord, if You wish me to be faithful to You.  

Stay with me Lord, for as poor as my soul is, I want it to be a place of consolation for You, a nest of Love.  

Stay with me, Jesus, for it is getting late, and the day is coming to a close, and life passes, death, judgment, eternity approach. It is necessary to 
renew my strength, so that I will not stop along the way and for that, I need You. It is getting late and death approaches. I fear the darkness, the 
temptations, the dryness, the cross, the sorrows. O how I need You, my Jesus, in this night of exile.  

Stay with me tonight, Jesus, in life with all its dangers, I need You. 

Let me recognize You as Your disciples did at the breaking of bread, so that the Eucharistic Communion be the light which disperses the darkness, 
the force which sustains me, the unique joy of my heart.  

Stay with me Lord, because at the hour of my death, I want to remain united to you, if not by Communion, at least by grace and love.  

Stay with me Jesus, I do not ask for divine consolation because I do not merit it, but the gift of Your presence, oh yes, I ask this of You.  

Stay with me Lord, for it is You alone I look for, Your Love, Your Grace, Your Will, Your Heart, Your Spirit, because I love You and ask no other re-
ward but to love You more and more.  

With a firm love, I will love You with all my heart while on earth and continue to love You perfectly during all eternity. Amen. 



                               PARISH          NEWS 

 

For Donating  
Easter Flowers in memory 
of your loved ones, the en-
velopes are located near the 
Baptismal Font.  

Please take one. 

On the weekend of 
Feb 20/21, Polish 
Donuts will be sold af-
ter all Masses. The 
cost of 6 very large do-
nuts is $10.00 

Thanks for  al l  your generosi ty  

 Offertory Feb 13-14, 2021 
 
Offertory $  5,206.00 
Online Offertory $   618.86 
 
Major Repair  $ 2,008.00 
Online Major Repair $  155.10 

Taking the Gifts to the Altar during 
Offertory has resumed.  If you 
would like to take the gifts to the 
Altar, please contact the office. 

A very big ‘Thank you’ to the Hispanic Commis-
sion for creating a beautiful Valentine Dinner-
Dance Event.  The meal was delicious and every-
one enjoyed themselves.  Some say that they are 
now looking forward to next year. 

Our 2nd storage container was delivered on Monday, 
Feb 15. Both containers will be painted to blend with 
the existing buildings on MHR’s property. Thanks to 
both Ron Klinsic for donating the containers and 
Berny Foerster for donating the railroad ties on which 
they sit.  Pictured above are (L-R) Larry Allen and 
Berny Foerster. (Not pictured: Ron Klinsic) 

Easter Flower 

Envelopes are located in 
the rear of the Church.   

Memorial  Bricks  
Just in time for Easter. If you are thinking 
about a memorial for a loved one or making a 
gift or just want to support your church, you 
can purchase a Memorial Brick for the Grotto 
($75) or the Church Courtyard ($125). We 
hope to get them in before Easter but, no 
matter, your Brick will be a permanent and 
public acknowledgement in remembrance of 
your loved one, The forms can be picked up 
at the Office. 

Gift  Shop  
Please visit our Gift Shop located in the former library.  There are many gift selections. 



On Feb. 21, Catholics honor Saint Peter Damian, a 
Benedictine monk who strove to purify the Church 
during the early years of its second millennium. 

In his Sept. 9, 2009 general audience on the saint, 
Pope Benedict XVI described him as "one of the most 
significant figures of the 11th century ... a lover of soli-
tude and at the same time a fearless man of the 
Church, committed personally to the task of reform." 

Born during 1007 in the Italian city of Ravenna, Peter 
belonged to a large family but lost both his father and 
mother early in life. An older brother took the boy into 
his household, yet treated him poorly. But another of 

Peter’s brothers, a priest, took steps to provide for his education; and the priest's own name, Damian, be-
came his younger brother’s surname. 

Peter excelled in school while also taking up forms of asceticism, such as fasting, wearing a hair shirt, and 
spending long hours in prayer with an emphasis on reciting the Psalms. He offered hospitality to the poor as 
a means of serving Christ, and eventually resolved to embrace voluntary poverty himself through the Order 
of Saint Benedict. 

The monks he chose to join, in the hermitage of Fonte Avellana, lived out their devotion to the Cross of 
Christ through a rigorous rule of life. They lived mainly on bread and water, prayed all 150 Psalms daily, and 
practiced many physical mortifications. Peter embraced this way of life somewhat excessively at first, which 
led to a bout with insomnia. 

Deeply versed in the Bible and the writings of earlier theologians, Peter developed his own theological acu-
men and became a skilled preacher. The leaders of other monasteries sought his help to build up their 
monks in holiness, and in 1043 he took up a position of leadership as the prior of Fonte Avellana. Five other 
hermitages were established under his direction. 

Serious corruption plagued the Church during Peter's lifetime, including the sale of religious offices and im-
morality among many of the clergy. Through his writings and involvements in controversies of the day, the 
prior of Fonte Avellana called on members of the hierarchy and religious orders to live out their commitments 
and strive for holiness. 

In 1057, Pope Stephen IX became determined to make Peter Damian a bishop, a goal he accomplished only 
by demanding the monk's obedience under threat of excommunication. Consecrated as the Bishop of Ostia 
in November of that year, he also joined the College of Cardinals and wrote a letter encouraging its members 
to set an example for the whole Church. 

With Pope Stephen's death in 1058, and the election of his successor Nicholas II, Peter's involvement in 
Church controversies grew. He supported Pope Nicholas against a rival claimant to the papacy, and went to 
Milan as the Pope's representative when a crisis broke out over canonical and moral issues. There, he was 
forced to confront rioters who rejected papal authority. 

Peter, meanwhile, wished to withdraw from these controversies and return to the contemplative life. But 
Nicholas' death in 1061 caused another papal succession crisis, which the cardinal-bishop helped to resolve 
in favor of Alexander II. That Pope kept the Cardinal Bishop of Ostia occupied with a series of journeys and 
negotiations for the next six years. 

In 1067, Peter Damian was allowed to resign his episcopate and return to the monastery at Fonte Avellana. 
Two years later, however, Pope Alexander needed his help to prevent the German King Henry IV from di-
vorcing his wife. Peter lived another two years in the monastery before making a pilgrimage to Monte Cassi-
no, the birthplace of the Benedictine order. 

In 1072, Peter returned to his own birthplace of Ravenna, to reconcile the local church with the Pope. The 
monk's last illness came upon him during his return from this final task, and he died after a week at a Bene-
dictine monastery in Faenza during February of that year. 

Never formally canonized, St. Peter Damian was celebrated as a saint after his death in many of the places 
associated with his life. In 1823, Pope Leo XII named him a Doctor of the Church and extended the ob-
servance of his feast day throughout the Western Church. 


