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Introduction 
 

We welcome you, both parents and students, to the Religious Education 
program of Most Holy Redeemer Catholic Church.  Our program presents 
the basic tenets of our Catholic faith to students enrolled in grades K through 
Confirmation.  It follows the guidelines set forth by the Diocese of St. 
Augustine.  The program is under the direction of the Director of Religious 
Education. 

 
Mission Statement  

 
 

The Religious Education program of Most Holy Redeemer Parish seeks to 
provide adults, youth and children with the knowledge, experiences, and 
skills necessary to become faithful and fruitful disciples of Jesus.  In keeping 
with their age, they will assume responsibility as vital members of the parish 
and be able to participate in the Church’s mission to proclaim, celebrate, and 
serve the coming of God’s reign. 
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Welcome to another year of growth in the Lord! 
 
It is always a joy to welcome our young people to our Religious Education 
program. Of course our teachers can’t replace your role in modeling for your 
children our Catholic faith in the family life you share, but they are here to 
supplement your shared prayer and lives with instruction in all the wonderful truths 
of our faith 
 
We owe a great debt of gratitude to all our catechists and volunteers who do this 
important work in the name of our whole parish.  Their generosity and hard work, 
the time they devote to prayer and preparation, the love they share with our 
children, are what make it possible for the great Tradition and the traditions of our 
Church to be passed on as we “tell the next generation” (Psalm 48:14) of the 
wonders of our God. 
 
Most Holy Redeemer exists to be a community of praise and worship and service, 
united in and by the love of the Lord Jesus.  One of our special gifts is the warm 
welcome so many of our visitors and new parishioners have commented on.  In 
taking the time to teach our children about our faith we are welcoming them in a 
very special way and inviting them to join us in this beautiful way of life.  My 
prayer for them and for us all is Paul’s prayer in the first chapter of his Letter to the 
Ephesians, “may the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, that you may know what 
is the hope that belongs to his call, what are the riches of glory in his inheritance 
among the holy ones, and what is the surpassing greatness of his power for us who 
believe.” 
 
Amen! 
 
God bless you, 
  
Father Adam Izbicki 
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¡Bienvenidos a otro año de crecimiento en el Señor! 
 
Siempre es un gran gozo dar la bienvenida a nuestros jóvenes en nuestro programa 
de Educación Religiosa. Por supuesto, nuestros profesores no pueden tomar su 
papel de modelar para sus hijos e hijas nuestra fe católica en la vida familiar en su 
convivir, pero están aquí para complementar sus vidas y oraciones compartidas con 
instrucción en todas las verdades maravillosas de nuestra fe. 
 
Debemos muchísimas gracias a nuestros maravillosos catequistas y voluntarios 
quienes se encargan de este trabajo importante en el nombre de toda nuestra 
parroquia. Su generosidad y trabajo duro, el tiempo que dedican a la oración y a la 
preparación, y el amor que comparten con sus hijos e hijas realizan otra vez la 
tarea tan importante de comunicar la gran Tradición de nuestra Iglesia a otra 
generación de fieles en Cristo. 
 
La Parroquia Most Holy Redeemer consta de una comunidad de adoración, de 
alabanza, y de servicio, unida en y por el amor del Señor Jesús. Uno de nuestros 
dones especiales es la calurosa bienvenida que muchos de nuestros visitantes y 
nuevos feligreses han sentido. Al dedicarnos a enseñar a nuestros hijos e hijas 
acerca de nuestra fe les estamos dando la bienvenida de una manera muy especial e 
invitándolos a unirse a esta hermosa forma de vida. 
 
Mi oración por ellos y por todos nosotros es la oración de San Pablo en el primer 
capítulo de su carta a los Efesios, "que los ojos de su corazón les sean iluminados, 
para que sepan cuál es la esperanza de Su llamamiento, cuáles son las riquezas de 
la gloria de Su herencia en los santos, y cuál es la extraordinaria grandeza de Su 
poder para con nosotros los que creemos.” 
 
¡Amén! 
 
Dios los bendiga, 
 
Padre Adam 
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ADMISSION TO THE PROGRAM 
 

Admission to the Religious Education program of Most Holy Redeemer is 
open to all families who are registered in our parish. 
 
Exceptions to this policy may be made for those who, for a good reason that 
is beyond their control, cannot attend the Religious Education Program 
within their own parish.  The decision on exceptions will be made by the DRE 
in consultation with the pastor of Most Holy Redeemer.  Two conditions 
govern acceptance of out of parish students into our Religious Education 
Program. 
 
1. There must be space available.  Acceptance during one year of the 

program does not guarantee acceptance the following year.  Class 
space will be given to parishioners of Most Holy Redeemer first before 
acceptance of non-parishioners. 

 
2. A letter must be obtained from the pastor of the home parish of any 

child/children enrolling in our program.  This letter must state the 
pastor’s awareness of the situation and that this arrangement is 
acceptable to him. 

 
OBJECTIVES 
 

1. To provide religious education opportunities for students in grades 
K through Confirmation who do not attend parochial school  
a. Note: Those who attend a parochial school may enroll if so 

desired. 
 
2. To assist parents as they promote Catholic attitudes, values and 

practices in their children. 
 
3. To provide an environment of acceptance where Catholic doctrine is 

taught and discussed. 
 
4. To allow parents the opportunities to be active participants in the faith 

lives of their children. 
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FINANCES (Grades K - 8) 
 
There is a registration fee charged to help cover the cost of expenses 
incurred with both our Religious Education Program and Youth Ministry.  
While covering some of these expenses, i.e., textbooks, classroom supplies, 
videos, etc., this fee does not cover the total expense incurred.  It does, 
however, help keep down the cost of the program to the parish. 
 
Our fee schedule is as follows: 
 

Registration Fee -   1 Student       ----    $50  
- 2 Students       ----    $80 
- 3+ Students       ----    $100 

 
This fee is non-refundable.  Scholarships are considered for those in need. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE (Grades K - Confirmation) 
A calendar is set up to reflect our schedule, which was set up to follow the 
public school schedule for Duval County.  No classes are scheduled during 
holidays breaks, parish wide events, or Ash Wednesday.  Should a Holy Day 
of Obligation fall on a regularly scheduled class night, we will expect families 
to attend Mass in lieu of class.  Families are always encouraged to attend 
Mass together.   
 
Students should arrive on time prepared for class.  Arriving late causes a 
delay in instruction and is a distraction to others.  The front door of the 
Religious Education building will be open 15 minutes prior to the start of class 
to receive students.  Please do not drop off students any earlier as teachers 
are busy setting up their classrooms and cannot be expected to supervise 
your student.  These doors will be closed and locked 5 minutes after classes 
begin.  They will reopen five minutes before dismissal. 
 
If a student cannot attend a scheduled class, a parent/guardian is asked to 
call the Office of Religious Education (904-786-1192) or email 
mfierro@mhrjax.org some time during the day to inform us of the impending 
absence.   
 
If a student is absent, a parent/guardian is responsible for obtaining the 
missed lesson from the catechist.  The parent/guardian and student should 
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work together on the missed lesson.  By cooperating with this policy, an 
absence would be considered “excused” and would not count as a missed 
class.  We consider 5 or more un-excused absences excessive. 
 
Any student who accumulates 5 or more “un-excused” absences in one 
program year will not be promoted to the next grade.  A student must 
complete one grade level before being enrolled in the next grade level.  
Students preparing to receive Sacraments who have “un-excused” absences 
will be asked to prepare for the Sacrament the following year.  Excessive 
absences, excused or un-excused, will prevent a student from moving onto 
the next level. 
 
 
MEETING TIMES 
 
Students are placed in classes corresponding with their grade level in school.  
The exception to this is when a student, 1st grade or older, is retained.  We 
do not have them repeat their Religious Education grade.  The exception to 
this is poor attendance or a child retained his/her Kindergarten year. 
 
Kindergarten through Confirmation 1 classes meet on Tuesday evenings 
promptly at 6:30.  Classes are over at 7:30 P.M.  Parents are asked to please 
be on time when dropping students off and when picking them up. 
 
Confirmation 2 classes are held on the Sunday afternoons from 2:30pm until 
4:30pm.   
 
 
DROP OFF & PICK UP 
 
The safety of our students is a priority with us.  Our students arrive and leave 
our property in darkness a good portion of the year.  We are asking your 
cooperation in adhering to the driving pattern when dropping off/picking up 
your student. 
 

DROPPING OFF - Whether you drop off on the east side or west side 
of the church, we ask you to ... 

 
1. Pull your vehicle up to the curb so that your student exits the 

passenger or right side of the vehicle. 
 

2. If you are walking your student to the building, please be sure 
you park in the west parking lot.  This leaves the east parking lot 
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for parents who are dropping the children off and leaving. 
 

3. DO NOT PARK AT THE CURB IN EITHER PARKING LOT. 
 

 
 
PICKING UP - 

 
1. When picking your student up, please park your car in either 

parking lot and walk to the front of the Religious Education Building where 
we will turn your student over to you.  WE WILL NOT SEND ANY STUDENT 
TO THE PARKING LOT. 
 

2. As you leave the west parking lot, we ask you circle to the west 
(toward the dumpsters) and exit away from the buildings.  (Please see 
diagram.) 
 

3. This pattern holds true for any parent that has parked on the east 
side of the building.   
 

4. DO NOT PARK AT THE CURB IN EITHER PARKING LOT. 
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CANCELLATION OF CLASSES 
 
We follow the Duval County Public School System schedule and procedures 
for cancellations.  If scheduled classes are cancelled for any reason, parents 
will be notified by either email or telephone.  If you have not been notified, 
you may assume it is business as usual.  Should you be concerned about 
driving conditions because of bad weather, we suggest you use your best 
judgment. 
 
 
POLICY FOR RECEPTION OF SACRAMENTS 
 
Diocesan requirements for reception of Sacraments of Initiation are 
presented on the Diocesan website: www.dosafl.com.  The primary goal of 
sacramental preparation is to provide understanding and acceptance of the 
concepts related to each of the individual sacraments.  A requirement for all 
sacraments is active participation in the Church community, including regular 
attendance at Sunday Mass. 
 
All students needing any of the following sacraments must complete a 
Sacramental Registration Form in order to be eligible for our Sacramental 
Programs.  This form is available through the DRE. 
 
“First Reconciliation” for children will be celebrated in December at a 
parish Penance Service.  Children receiving this sacrament must have been 
baptized, in the second grade or above, and in their second consecutive year 
of Religious Education.  Students must also participate in and complete a 
sacramental preparation process separate from their regular Religious 
Education class. 
 
“First Eucharist” for children will be celebrated in the Spring on one of the 
Sunday’s of Easter.  Children receiving this sacrament must have been 
baptized, in the second grade or above, and in their second consecutive year 
of Religious Education.  Students must also attend and participate in and 
complete a sacramental preparation process separate from their regular 
Religious Education class. 
 
The Sacrament of Confirmation is celebrated by our bishop.  The norm is 
that this sacrament is also to be celebrated during the Easter season.  
Students receiving this sacrament must be baptized, must be in the 8th grade 
or above, and must also be in their second consecutive year of Religious 
Education/Youth Ministry.  Students must also participate in and complete a 
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sacramental preparation process separate from their regular Religious 
Education/Youth Ministry class.  Students are encouraged to complete 20 
hours of community service during the two years leading up to the 
celebration of Confirmation.  They are also required to take part in an 
overnight Retreat experience. 
 
Older candidates (over 18 years of age) wishing to be confirmed must 
complete an adult Religious Education and Sacramental Preparation 
process. 
 
Parents of children/young people preparing for sacraments are 
required to attend either the Saturday Vigil Mass or Sunday Mass 
weekly.  They should be attending Mass here at Most Holy Redeemer unless 
traveling.  Parents will also be required to attend all parent meetings, 
participate in any and all experiences planned as part of the preparation 
process, i.e., First Communion Retreat, etc.  Proof of attendance will be 
required if you are moving from another parish.  For more information on any 
of our policies, please call or email the DRE. 
 
 
Homework 
 
Some time should be spent at home reviewing the lesson from the previous 
week.  Remember, to be good at anything, you must practice it. 
 
Student Evaluation 
 
We encourage communication between catechists and parents throughout 
the entire year.  If at any time parents have a concern, they should first 
contact the teacher and then, if there is still some question or concern the 
DRE. 
 
 
Discipline Policy 
 
The following policy is provided so that all individuals in Religious Education 
may be respected and valued: 
 
4. The catechist will let the student know immediately that his/her 

behavior is unacceptable.  This constitutes a warning. 
 
2. If the discipline problem continues, the catechist will remove the 
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student from the situation and write the student’s name on the board. 
 
3. If there is a third occurrence, the student will be removed from the 

classroom and he/she will be sent to the DRE.  After a discussion as 
to the nature of the offense, the DRE will call the student’s parents and 
request the parent come and collect their student. 

 
4. If the student is removed from a classroom for a second time, parents 

will be asked to attend class with their student for the next couple of 
weeks until the behavior is corrected. 

 
5. Should it become necessary to remove a student from a class for a 

third time, the child will be suspended from the Program until the 
parents, student, catechist and DRE can meet and mutually design a 
plan for behavior improvement.  All lessons missed while the student 
is on suspension must be made up before the student can be 
readmitted to the Program. 

 
Some examples of expected behavior: 
 

• Respect for the facility and the people in it 
• Attentiveness to the lesson; participation in the lesson 
• Self-control in words and actions 
• Respect for the belongings of others 
• Appropriate behavior exhibited in Church as well as active 

participation 
• Focus upon the teachings of Christ, not on toys, candy, 

other homework, etc.  
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Dress Code 
 
Students should come to class dressed in a manner that promotes a positive 
climate in the classroom and that does not distract from the central mission 
of focusing themselves on the teaching of Christ.  It is a matter of respect 
that hats are not worn to class.  Shoes such as Heelys or sports cleats are 
not acceptable wear.  Short-shorts, tank tops, camisole tops are not 
appropriate wear.  T-shirts with questionable graphics are not appropriate 
wear.  Students wearing inappropriate dress will be asked to call home for a 
change of clothes/shoes. 
 
Cell Phones/Toys 
 
There is absolutely no reason for a student to bring a cell phone or toys to 
class.  This also applies to iPods, hand-held video games, etc. 
 
Should a student bring a cell phone, it must be in the “OFF” mode.  Should 
a student have a cell phone in the “ON” mode, and it rings, chimes, vibrates, 
etc., know the phone will be confiscated.  Phones will be given to the DRE 
and will be returned to the student at the end of class by the DRE.  Any toy 
brought to class will also be confiscated.  Continued disruption by cell phones 
will result in disciplinary actions wherein the parent will be contacted.  This 
will apply to toys too.    
 
Food 
 
Food, gum, candy or drinks are not allowed in the classroom.  Students will 
be asked to dispose of any of these items before entering.  The exceptions 
to this will be planned class parties.  If a child is celebrating a birthday and 
parents want to send in cupcakes, cookies, etc., please clear it with the 
catechist first. 
 
Exits 
 
Students are to enter and leave the building through the front doors.  We ask 
that the emergency exit doors of the classrooms be used only during an 
emergency.  This way we can be sure all students are out of the building and 
have been picked up by their parents or a designated family member. 
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Curriculum 
 
The Religious Education Program (K-8) uses the Image of God series from 
Ignatius Press.  This series is approved by the Diocese of St. Augustine.  
Students preparing for sacraments may receive additional materials.  We 
recommend that you become familiar with the books and materials your 
children are using.   
 
Other resources, i.e., handouts, videos, etc. are also used to enhance the 
teaching. 
 
Program Activities 
 
The Religious Education Program helps students grow, not only in the 
knowledge of what their faith involves, but also in the practice and celebration 
of their faith and in their relationship with a loving God. 
 
Second grade students prepare for their first reception of the Sacraments of 
Reconciliation and Eucharist.  Programs are designed for the parents of 
these students to enhance this important step in their child’s life.  Active 
participation in these family programs is mandatory for those wishing the 
reception of these sacraments at Most Holy Redeemer.  This also applies to 
older students desiring these sacraments and our students desiring the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFF  
FOR 2021 - 2022 

 

GRADE 
 

CATECHIST 
 

Level 1 Rachel Fierro 

Level 2  
Level 3 Carol Rowell 
Level 4 Cheryl Williams 
Level 5  
Level 6 Jon Walker 

Confirmation Michael Fierro 

 

Substitutes 
Stacia Goral 

Barbara Bodin 

Nicholas Sokol 
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Grades K through Confirmation 1 meet Tuesday  
evenings from 6:30 - 7:30 on the following  

dates (subject to change): 
 

September    6, 13, 20, 27 
October       4, 11, 18, 25 
November       8, 15, 29 
December       6, 13 
January       10, 17, 24, 31 
February       7, 14, 21, 28 
March       7, 21, 28 
April        18, 25 
May        2, 9, 16, 23 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Ministry meets Sunday evenings from  
7:00 until 8:30. Please pay attention to the calendar listed 

online, in the bulletin, and on our FB page. 
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FAMILY PRAYER 

God made us a family. 
            We need one another. 
            We love one another. 
            We forgive one another. 
            We work together. 
            We play together. 
            We worship together. 
            Together we use God's word. 
            Together we grow in Christ. 
            Together we love all people. 
            Together we serve our God. 
            Together we hope for heaven. 
            These are our hopes and ideals. 
            Help us to attain them, 
            O God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

**************************************************************************************** 

We invite you to pray this prayer together, as a family, daily.  Please know that 

your family will remain in the prayers of all of our catechists, our staff, and 

especially our Pastor.  God bless you and thank you for choosing Most Holy 

Redeemer 


